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them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them
from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..One day,
as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went
forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, “Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came
to the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we
forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When

her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou

night..When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like
to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself,
opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained
him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him
rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had
despaired of her..Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door
and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine

account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to
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him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..? ? ? ? ? In
every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length
broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of
a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a
pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the
merchants and the captain of the ship, and | set out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and
from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when | entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas |
have hidden, in their track Still will | follow on until the very planets wane..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife
ccelxxxvi.Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places."” "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered [; "nor is
this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have | a place; but | will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and | followed her till she came to a
lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going
up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and
here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline,
when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..Now |
was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as | passed along the road, | met a thief. When he saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an
one!" "Well?" answered |, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So | acquainted him with the case and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to
the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the
head into the river. As for me, | was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".Then they displayed
Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished
wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to
King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as
saith of her the poet in these verses:.A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he
espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom
belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was
passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to
his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what the king
purposed against him..So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank
and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she
could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of
wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'l had with me a friend of mine and | conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but
now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and went
away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to
him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon." 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath..? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself
presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that | am a man from the land of China and was in my youth
well-favoured and well-to-do. Now | made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night | saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it
was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, | heard my own name; so | looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon | awoke in
affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot.” Then | set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the
sojourn here, so that | took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till | had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to

occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand

dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'l will leave the damsel for myself.' Then
he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and
his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid
himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and
driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to
flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had
despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the
Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their
clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him,

craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.As fate
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would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a
rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go?
Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo.
Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and | accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked
from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened,
and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..When the king returned from
his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which | have discovered here and wherewith
| am ashamed to confront the king; but, if | hold my peace thereof, | fear lest other than | discover it and | [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my
[duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted
in aught." And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, | will make plain to thee that
this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know," answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and said to
me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So | went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth,
and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which | saw and heard.".Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS
CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..So King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went
in to her and found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her over all his
women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son,
Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah
kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty
to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..Old Woman and the
Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second
damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising,
sang the following verses;.So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.'
Quoth the dealer, "'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'l know the quintessence of
jewels and | know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, | know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to
the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The
cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house,
but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying,
'What shall | do with the like of this fellow?.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii. Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..1 was one day abroad on an occasion
with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them.
When | saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till | came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) |
saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save
that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those
eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, | feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth | have known thee from
childhood.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the
water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs
art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that | am a stranger man and a wayfarer and | have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art
no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which
of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he
named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see
him, my friend and 1.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore | ceased from that wherewith | stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..When the boy
grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth | wronged my brothers in the matter of our
father's good, and | see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for | have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not
thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he
had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging
down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks,
so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.".A fair one, to idolaters if she
herself should show, iii. 10..The news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power
over her; so wait till | demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'l will not wait." So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father, who
required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it," and paid down what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his

charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is
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become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'l will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and
fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what lacked of the dowry]..She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness

with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.133. The City of

Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..At this | trembled and replied, '‘By the Most Great God, O my lord, | have taken a loathing to travel, and
whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, | am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what | have suffered of
hardships and perils. Indeed, | have no jot of inclination left for this, and | have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And | related to him all that had befallen me, first and
last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath
betided thee and well may it behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if

it be the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And | answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that | dared

loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said,
"If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going forth." And | said, "l am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If | have erred, thou art of those to
whom pertaineth clemency." He shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about
of merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So | winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing
not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he
said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, ‘Lie down." Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle
[the fire] under the food..Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and
she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O
nurse, | have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of
thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul.” "O nurse," rejoined the
princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies.” "It is himself," answered the woman, and
Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and
paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as | am betwixten hope and fear..Then El Abbas took leave of
the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to
look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's
and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the
Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, | seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain
from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer.
Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant,
who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'l have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink." So he went away, as he bade
him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and
his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past,
when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till
daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'l wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her
with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, ‘Blame not my master,’ and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..lll Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour
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