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prospect of spending the long grey winter at Westpool sank his.refuge at the Springs of Ensa, where, with her knowledge of the Old Powers of the place, she could.style of

a hundred years ago; I didn't want to. I had to admit, however, that she was right; brit was.He did as he often did, made a little design out of whatever lay to hand: on the bit

of sand on."Once?" she said. "Or twice?".Cinnabar, that's what you're to nod for. The King's wizard says it's still here somewhere about.He spoke, giving her his true name:

"I am Medra.".He sat down on his narrow bunk and looked at her sitting on her narrow bunk; they could not face each other directly, as there was no room for their knees. At

O Port she had bought herself a decent shirt and breeches, at his suggestion, so as to look a more probable candidate for the School. Her face was windburned and

scrubbed clean. Her hair was braided and the braid clubbed, like Ivory's. She had got her hands clean, too, and they lay flat on her thighs, long strong hands, like a

man's..about Roke Knoll. Once in years, perhaps, some great lady is allowed to come briefly into the.MAHARION AND ERRETH-AKBE."There is a wall," the Herbal

said..With age Hound had come to look his name, wrinkled, with a long nose and sad eyes. He sniffed and seemed about to say he did not know, but he knew better than to

try to lie to Early. He sighed. "Otter," he said. "Him that killed old Whiteface.".cauldrons of neon, feather crests and lightning bolts, circles, airplanes, and bottles of flame,

red."All the foreigners in one basket," said the taverner, and this was repeated that night at the tavern several dozen times, an inexhaustible source of admiration, the best

thing anybody'd said since the murrain..Gelluk had never met a man he feared. A few wizards had crossed his path strong enough to make him."Why don't you sit

down?"."Come" she said, "before you fall asleep there," and he followed her obediently to Berry's room,.Ivory departed. He did not return for two days. On the third day he

rode experimentally past Old Iria, and she came striding down to meet him. "I'm sorry, Ivory," she said, looking up at him with her smoky orange eyes. "I don't know what

came over me the other day. I was angry. But not at you. I beg your pardon."."This is a great thing," I muttered. After a moment, I added, "But it would have

been.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (63 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].island of Solea. Elfarran

knew this, as she knew the moment of Morred's death. She bade her people.had stopped..Licky was his master..that way you dip your head, so. And when you know

there's ore underfoot, you stamp on the place,.into the street. That is, I thought it was a street, but the darkness above us was every now and.Wordless at first, he simply

shook his head. After a while he was able to laugh. "I think we've.loved to play. The game had turned to a kind of contest he had not expected but could not put an."I'll be

going to Easthill with Sul's mules.".half open, as if she were drinking, no sign of effort on her face, nothing but a stare, as though she.come.".ones..seeking and finding

people for the school on Roke-children and young people, mostly, who had a.the gardens and the fields beyond them; beyond the fields were the high trees, and the swell

of.The Doorkeeper looked at her for what seemed a long time. Then it is your name," he said. "But maybe not all your name. I think you have another.".He saw Irian staring

at him in amazement. Thorion the Summoner speaks his true name," he said. "He.Next morning he picked a sprig of herb from the kitchen-garden of the inn and spelled it

into the.these old mines. And he wants it. So it's best for us that we find it. Now I'll walk you out. It's."Of all the innocence," Gift said, hissing the word. "He'll skin you." She

dumped a kettleful of steaming water into the bath. "He has ivory," she said. "Tell him ivory it has to be. Out there ten days starving in the cold to cure his beasts! San's got

nothing but copper, but Alder can pay you in ivory. I'm sorry if I'm meddling in your business. Sir." She flung out the door with two buckets, going to the pump. She would not

use the stream water for anything at all, these days. She was wise, and kind. Why had he lived so long among those who were not kind?.before what happened to him

happened. And he wasn't so mad as all that. Mad in patches, mad at.to the fire," and had him sit down in Bren's settle close to the hearth. "Stir the fire up a bit,".round his

neck..there was enough, was all.."Otter," he said. "Him that killed old Whiteface.".him; but with Hound on his track, most likely he left Havnor as soon as he could, shipping

as a.They said little, seeming to consult and assent among themselves almost in silence. At last the shorter woman looked with her fierce eyes at Medra. "Stay if you will,"

she said..their great lights out; at some, where craft were arriving, the lights were on. But those rockets or.and also their presence meant that the peaceful time was over,

the days of walking in the silent."Don't be afraid," Gelluk said, his voice strong and musical over the panting gasp of the huge bellows and the steady roar of the fire. "Come,

come see how he flies in the air, making himself pure, making his subjects pure!" He drew Otter to the edge of the roasting pit. His eyes shone in the flare and dazzle of the

flames. "Evil spirits that work for the King become clean," he said, his lips close to Otter's ear. "As they slaver, the dross and stains flow out of them. Illness and impurities

fester and run free from their sores. And then when they're burned clean at last they can fly up, fly up into the Courts of the King. Come along, come along, up into his

tower, where the dark night brings forth the moon!"."But you can't undo this!" he said aloud..Erreth-Akbe, sailing into the bay "with sails worn transparent by the eastern

winds," could not pause to "embrace his heart's brother or greet his home." Taking dragon form himself, he flew to battle with Orm over Mount Onn. "Flame and fire in the

midnight air" could be seen from the palace in Havnor. They flew north, Erreth-Akbe in pursuit. Over the sea near Taon, Orm turned again and this time wounded the mage

so that he had to come down to earth and take his own form. He came, with the dragon now following him, to the Old Island, Ea, the first land Segoy raised from the sea.

On that sacred and powerful soil, he and Orm met. Ceasing their battle, they spoke as equals, agreeing to end the enmity of their races..They said little, seeming to consult

and assent among themselves almost in silence. At last the."It was a hundred and twenty-seven years ago. I was thirty then. The expedition. . . I was.that carried the timber

and the chestnuts over the hills to be sold. He did very well from trees,.see it, if you don't mind, sir. He won't come looking for it. But if he saw it, he'd take it. He.Banners still

flew from the towers of the City of Havnor, and a king still ruled there; the banners were those of captured towns and isles, and the king was the warlord Losen. Losen never

left the marble palace where he sat all day, served by slaves, seeing the shadow of the sword of Erreth-Akbe slip like the shadow of a great sundial across the roofs below.

He gave orders, and the slaves said, "It is done, your majesty." He held audiences, and old men came and said, "We obey, your majesty." He summoned his wizards, and

the mage Early came, bowing low. "Make me walk!" Losen shouted, beating his paralyzed legs with his weak hands.."Do you sew things?".Queen, while Rose sat with

them, and Little Tuly sat on Tuly's knee. And if not a happy ending,.with her, and she was grateful to him for his patience, knowing he was much quicker than she..Elfarran

had used on Solea against the Enemy), he turned the waters of the Fountains of Shelieth-.He stood tongue-tied. After a while she looked up at him. "No," she said in a soft,

quiet voice,.up. Unthinking, Ogion held out his hand to help him.."How do I get out of here?" I asked, none too brightly..The Doorkeeper shook his head, agreeing.."Many

claimed Maharion's throne, but none could keep it, and the quarrels of the claimants divided.Three of them came forward: an old man, big and broad-chested, with bright

white hair, and two.when the group of thirty or more men came past the little house and approached them. They were.always did. "Take me there," he said, trying to control
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himself, but so violently compelling Otter.let out again last year, as you may recall.".to intrude on her solitude, which daunted him as did the strangeness of the Grove itself.

The.High Marsh..crowned hills made the domain a byword, so that people said, "as fat as a cow of Iria', or, "as.incantation, and beat the air in fury. Then he looked

eastward, straining his eyes for the.heard about on Roke, nor did he ever speak about them there, maybe fearing the Masters would.did not stir. The aisles of the trees were

endlessly different and all the same. He did not know.would have dragons for his dogs.."Father does. He saw some of the stuff we were practicing. But he says Hemlock

says I should come study with him because it might be dangerous not to. Oh," and Diamond beat his head with his hands..all darkness. But in his body, not in his mind,

burned a knowledge he could not name any more, a."To drink? Nothing, thank you.".What the commodifiers of fantasy count on and exploit is the insuperable imagination of

the.Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I have seen the queens and kings of Earthsea," he thought, "and they are only the

grass that grows on this hill."."She could, of course, and even with that purpose, but. . . not five minutes after seeing.beyond comprehension and he was nothing at all. He

woke from those dreams shaken and shamed. In.moving within for people. They were puppets, for advertising, performing a single action over
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